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Below are some questions about natural causes of change in temperature of the Earth’s surface. You may also have some questions from earlier in the topic.

· Why is the date of around 1750 often included in discussions of the cause of temperature change?

· Why does the amount of energy transferred from the Sun to the Earth vary?

· What was the Maunder Minimum, what caused it, and why might it happen again?

· What do scientists suggest caused the last glacial period (often called the ice age), which began around 100 000 years ago and ended about 12 000 years ago, and could it happen again?

1 In your group, decide which question you will each research.
2 When you carry out your research, make notes of what you find out.

3 Use your notes to write a paragraph that answers the question you researched. 
Remember, a well-constructed paragraph starts with a topic sentence followed by supporting sentences, and ends with a summary sentence.

4 Exchange paragraphs with someone else in your group. Check that their paragraph:

a answers the question they researched.

b is structured properly.
5 Mark two good points about the paragraph, and one point that could be improved. Explain why it needs to be improved.

6 Exchange paragraphs again, so that you have the one you wrote. Rewrite what needs improving.
7 Your teacher will then explain how your group will combine your research for presentation.

I can...
· write a well-constructed paragraph

· give reasons why Earth’s temperature varies over time.
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