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September 1666

What is being described as ‘the great fire’ broke out near London Bridge, last week. It is thought to have been started accidentally in the oven of a bakery in Pudding Lane, a narrow street of wooden houses.

The recent strong easterly winds fanned the fire and the flames spread across the Ludgate region of London for four days, destroying everything in their path. The lack of water, due to the distance from the river, and the shortage of water pumps hampered attempts to control the blaze. It was feared that the fire would destroy the whole of the City if it was not stopped, so the decision was taken to blow up whole streets of houses to make gaps where there were no houses that could burn. Despite the protests of the householders, the prompt actions of the Army in evacuating and blowing up the necessary homes, helped to bring the fire under control. Change of wind direction, blowing the fire back on to burnt areas, also helped.

The embers of the fire are still glowing but the fire is now under control and miraculously there have been few reports of loss of life. The damage to London has been massive and it is estimated that more than 13 000 homes and a total of 89 churches, including St Paul’s Cathedral, have been destroyed. A local architect, Mr Christopher Wren, has come forward with outline plans for the rebuilding of the city, with wider roads, better water supplies and proper drainage arrangements. It is expected that it will be many years before the scars of this fire have been removed, but work will start as soon as the debris can be cleared.

1 How did the Great Fire start?
2 What does this historical report tell you about each of the following:
a the source of heat that started the fire
b the fuel that burnt in the fire
c the supply of oxygen for the fire?
3 Most people lived in wooden houses in London in 1666. How did this help the fire to spread?
4 Why was it difficult to put the fire out once it had started?
5 Do you think the same thing would happen today? Why?
6 What lessons were learnt from the Great Fire of London?
7 When forests are planted today, wide paths are left between blocks of trees. These are called ‘fire-breaks’. How do you think they are meant to stop a fire spreading?
8 What was done to prevent the Great Fire spreading even further? Why do you think the people of London didn’t do this straight away?
9 What evidence from the report shows that combustion is an exothermic reaction?
Explain your answer.
I can…
· use the fire triangle to explain how to control a fire.
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