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Just about everyone in the UK has access to a landline telephone, and most also use a mobile phone. To use a mobile phone you need to be in range of a phone mast, and also to keep your phone charged up.

The situation is very different in many developing countries. In some African countries, only a few per cent of people outside cities have landlines but up to 50% of people have a mobile phone. As more people want to use phones, the number of masts is increasing so that even more people can use them.

However, the availability of masts is not the only problem. In the UK, you just plug your charger into an electricity socket. But in some developing countries most people do not have access to mains electricity. If they cannot afford portable generators (and the fuel for them) they may have to travel many miles, just to charge their phone. So they either need to spend a lot of time or a lot of money to keep their phones charged.

	Mobile phones are important to help people to earn a living. The phones help farmers to find out the prices of produce so they know the best times to take their goods to market. They can be used for banking and other forms of business. They also allow access to all the information on the internet. All this can help to increase the amount of food grown, increase jobs and health, and allow more people to get an education.

But now some new phone chargers are being sold in Africa that use solar power to charge a large battery. This battery can then be used to charge up phones, tablet computers and even to run LED lights (which do not need much energy). Bicycle powered chargers are being developed. These machines are too expensive for everyone to buy, but people who own shops or other small businesses can buy one, and other people will pay them to charge their phones. The charger could also be taken from village to village. So the customers get a cheaper and more convenient way of charging their phone, and the business people make enough money to pay for the machine and make a small profit.
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1 Give two reasons why many people in Africa do not have telephones.

2 Explain why having access to telephones is important.

3 How do most people outside cities in Africa charge their phones at the moment?

4 Explain how the new charger will help people to:

a save time

b save money

c make money.
5 What are the advantages and disadvantages of a solar-powered charger compared to a bicycle-powered charger?

6 Suggest why a wind-powered charger is not being developed.

I can…

· explain how technological developments can affect a person’s daily life

· compare different renewable energy resources.
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