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1 Carry out some research into how new elements get their name and their symbol. Write a short passage (no more than 50 words) about the process.

2 Cut out and match up the following element names, symbols and reasons for name or symbol.

	Element
	Reason for name or symbol
	Symbol


	californium
	after the village of Strontian, Scotland
	Ag

	copper
	from the Swedish for ‘heavy stone’ (tung sten), with symbol from the source wolframite
	Mg

	magnesium
	symbol from the Latin name argentum
	Po

	mercury
	after the scientist Ernest Rutherford
	Y

	polonium
	discovered in University of California, Berkeley
	Sr

	rutherfordium
	symbol from hydrargyrum, the Greek for liquid silver
	W

	silver
	after the district of Magnesia in Greece
	Hg

	strontium
	after the town of Ytterby, Sweden
	Cu

	tungsten
	symbol from cuprum, meaning from the island of Cyprus
	Cf

	ytrrium
	after Poland – the homeland of Marie Curie, who discovered it
	Rf


I can...

· write chemical symbols for a range of elements correctly
· explain that chemical symbols for elements are an international code.
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