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The Hazchem code tells the police and fire services about the hazards of a substance in a tanker.

Work in groups to use the Hazchem symbol and the code table to answer the questions.

This table shows what the code letters mean: V = violent reaction possible.
	1 Jets               2 Fog               3 Foam               4 Dry agent

	P
	V
	Full
	Dilute

	R
	
	
	

	S
	V
	BA
	

	T
	
	
	

	W
	V
	Full
	Contain

	X
	
	
	

	Y
	V
	BA
	

	Z
	
	
	

	E Consider evacuation



1 a
What hazard is shown by the symbol in the diamond?

b
Look at the number on the Hazchem warning sign. Use the code chart to decide how the fire service should put out a fire on this tanker. Choose from:

A use jets of water

B use a fine spray mist of water

C use a special foam

D use dry powder or carbon dioxide gas.

2 In each case say whether the following statements are ‘true’ or ‘false’. Explain your answers in each case by linking the letter on the Hazchem warning to the code letters in the chart.

a There could be a problem of a violent reaction of other substances with the sulfuric acid.

b The fire service only need to wear breathing apparatus and gloves (BA) – there is no need for a full protective suit.

c If the acid spills, it can be diluted and washed away down the drains. It is not necessary to contain the acid.

d The police and fire service need to evacuate the area immediately.

3 Use the Hazchem code to recommend the appropriate safety precautions for the following substances:

e methanol: code 2PE

f phosphorus: code 2WE.

4 Suggest why it is an advantage to use a system of code letters and numbers rather than having the full safety advice printed on the side of the tanker.

I can…

describe the use and importance of the Hazchem code.
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