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There are many different problems with supplying clean drinking water in different parts of the world, both now and in the future. Below are some of the problems that need to be considered in different places if we are to supply safe drinking water for everyone.

The problem in poor rural areas

83% of the global human population who do not have access to a clean water source live in rural (countryside) areas. Most of them live in very poor countries, where people cannot afford to drill deep wells. Others live in war zones, where people move to temporary camps to avoid the fighting. People (often women and children) may walk miles each day to collect water from the best pools, streams and rivers, but even these may be polluted with disease-causing organisms.
The problem in rapidly growing cities in developing countries

In Africa and South Asia, only about one-third of the people live in cities today. However, as more people move to cities to find work, it is estimated that within 20 years the majority of people will live in cities in these areas. The cities are growing so rapidly that much of the housing consists of poor slum dwellings that have no piped water or sewage. This greatly increases the risk of disease as people drink water polluted by disease-causing organisms.

The problem of an increasing human population and industrialisation

As the human population grows, we not only need more water for us to drink, but also more clean fresh water for animals and for growing crops. Some areas of rapid population growth, such as India and parts of Africa, are also some of the poorest parts of the world. Many industries, including electricity generation, use large amounts of water. So, in countries that are quickly becoming more industrial, such as China and India, the need for water is also growing rapidly.
The problem of climate change

Between September 2010 and March 2012, many parts of England experienced the driest 18 months for over 100 years. This was followed by the wettest April to September on record, which resulted in many people’s homes being flooded. If the dry weather had continued, the south and east of England could have suffered severe drought. Extremes of water shortage and rainfall like this are expected to become more frequent as climate changes. This means even places with safe water supplies at the moment need to prepare for problems in the future.

You will carry out research on one of these problems. You should try to answer these questions:

· What is the problem now?

· How is the problem likely to change over the next 50 years?

· How can the problem be tackled?

Your teacher will explain what you will do with your findings.

I can…

· identify different problems in the supply of clean drinking water

· suggest solutions for a range of problems in the supply of clean drinking water.









 NEXTIF  \* MERGEFORMAT 
© Pearson Education Ltd 2014. Copying permitted for purchasing institution only. This material is not copyright free.
36

