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	A suspension is a mixture in which the substances will separate when left to stand, such as sand and water. 
A colloid is a mixture where the substances don’t separate when left to stand.
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The small bits of solid in a colloid may be too small to be seen under normal conditions, but may show up when a beam of light shines on them. You can see this effect when headlights are used in fog. The tiny drops of water are suspended in the air and reflect some of the light. You will probably be familiar with many colloids, even if you don’t realise it!
There are many different types of colloid. They are given different names depending on what state the substances are in the mixture. The table shows how different colloids are classified.

	
	Substance 1

	Substance 2
	solid
	liquid

	liquid
	sol (solid in liquid)

or

gel (liquid in solid)
	emulsion

	gas
	aerosol (solid in gas)

or

solid foam (gas in solid)
	aerosol (liquid in gas)

or
foam (gas in liquid)


You will be given examples of different kinds of colloids that are in everyday use. Use the table to identify the type of colloid shown in each example.
Use what you find to prepare a chart or poster that shows examples of each kind of colloid.

I can …

· classify different kinds of mixtures.
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