[image: ]
TRANSITION TASK 
English Language
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Dear Student

The English Department is very pleased that you have chosen English Language as one of your A level subjects.

During the course, you will be exploring a range of texts (both written and spoken).  We will look at how the language of these texts is so varied and diverse and why these differences might occur, considering contextual factors such as social groups, gender, occupation, technology, ethnicity, accent and dialect.  You will also be exploring different attitudes held about these language varieties.

We expect that over the summer you will want to prepare yourself, ready to start the course in September. 

Below are some suggestions as to how you might go about doing this;

Keep a journal or compile a scrapbook of all the different language encounters that you have in your daily life. Cuttings of news / magazine articles; cuttings / notes about print, radio or TV advertisements; notes or screenshots of conversations you have with family members / friends / peers (both in person and electronically via messaging aps or social media for example). Think about how language differs depending on audience, purpose, genre or medium.  

If you have a Twitter account, or another digital platform account, you might want to follow some of the discussions Twitter / Social Media users have about language.  Looking at the different attitudes and opinions there are about language in use.  There are frequent ‘rants’ about the use of poor grammar or how electronic messaging is ‘ruining’ the English Language for example. Why not ‘screenshot’ some of these tweets / messages and include them in you scrapbook?

Please bring your ‘English Language’ scrapbook or journal with you to your first lesson in September. 

Kind regards			

[bookmark: _GoBack]Ms M. Clump
(English Language A Level Coordinator)
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