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The bones or shells
become covered by
layers of sediment.

Over millions of years the
shell or bones may be
buried under many

metres of sediment.
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Eventually the fossil may be exposed as a result
of weathering and erosion of the rock around it.
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Fossils

Fossils may form when a
dead plant or animal falls
to the sea bed or into a
swamp.
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The fleshy parts usually
decay, leaving only the
bones or shells.
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