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Write a summary of the text below in 5 sentences.

VILLAGERS OPPOSE FRACKING

The Cotswold village of Horsbury is normally a sleepy place of mellow stone buildings, with nothing more exciting than the annual fete. Until, that is, ShaleGas Ltd obtained an exploration licence to drill in nearby fields, hoping to find shale gas. Now villagers are organising protests.

Hydraulic fracturing is popularly known as ‘fracking’, and involves drilling a hole and then pumping down water at high pressure. This breaks up rocks and releases any gas trapped there. Just pumping water might not be so bad, but the water is mixed with sand and a mixture of chemicals, some of them toxic.

Cynthia Smyth is the leader of the campaign group Horsbury Against Fracking. “We will do whatever is necessary to prevent this”, she says. “They were expecting to make an easy profit here, but they reckoned without the local people.”

Fracking has been taking place in the USA for some time, and there are reports that fracking operations can cause small earthquakes, and that the chemicals used can get into the local drinking water.

“They need huge volumes of water”, Ms Smyth said. “I read somewhere that the water is brought in by tanker lorries – that will be a huge increase in traffic along our narrow lanes. And what happens to the water afterwards? It will pollute local streams if they just let it run away.”
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